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RADIX 
- Statutes - 

 

Definition and Purpose 

Radix is a group established for the benefit of young adults. It is a chapter of Regnum, 

the District-wide organization for Catholic young people. Members are men and 

women ages 18-35 between high school and marriage.  

The purpose of Radix is the sanctification and education of individuals as well as an 

active apostolate. In other words, the purpose of Radix is to provide a formation in the 

living of a Catholic life.  

 

Means of Realizing the Purpose 

Sanctification: The members will perform regular spiritual exercises depending on 

their level and involvement in the group. For fully committed members, spiritual 

direction and spiritual reading will help put into practice what has been learned and 

must be lived, with a special emphasis on the liturgical life.  

Formation: Meetings, study sessions, and the private time of the members will help 

form their minds according to the truths of faith and reason.  The topics of study are 

decided based firstly upon what is essential, and then upon such subjects as become 

relevant.  

Action: Catholic Action is a consequence of the sanctification of the members as well 

as a means to foster their formation. Organized into teams, the members will choose 

specific actions ordered to overcoming self in an effort to apply their knowledge and 
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love of Christ to the individuals and societies around them. Concrete plans of 

procedure will be developed and pursued, chiefly targeting:  

1. Catholic young adults: by friendship, recruiting, and organized activities and 

events.  

2. Non-Catholics: by friendship with those associated through common activity, 

and by various, more public apostolates.  

Aside from these, Radix will neglect no opportunity to engage in any action which has 

its root in faith or charity.  

 

Structure 

The Chaplain of Radix is a priest from St. Joseph’s Church and is in charge of the 

entire group. The Chaplain is responsible for the guidance of the group and will strive 

to ensure that the group is true to its purpose. The Chaplain is more specifically 

responsible for the spiritual and doctrinal formation of the members, though he works 

with the officers to realize these goals.  

Radix, on account of the proximity of the SSPX Mass centers in Michigan, will 

operate as one group with several chapters. Each Mass center will have its own 

chapter. The chapter will be designated by the name of its chapel (e.g. Radix-St. 

Joseph) and will have its own set of officers. 

The Officers of Radix consist of the following: 

• A President, whom the Chaplain selects from among the engaged members and 

who remains in this position at the Chaplain’s sole discretion. The President 

reports directly to the Chaplain and works with him to foster and maintain the 

inner life and spirit of the group. The President organizes meetings of the 

engaged members and serves as a primary point of contact for the team leaders. 
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The President should be a presence at all of the meetings of the group, running 

them when necessary. If the tasks of the President become too demanding for 

one person alone to fulfill, then he and Chaplain can choose one or more 

Assistants to help him.  

• The Secretary of the group assists the President, reporting to him and 

organizing the open group meetings. The Secretary is in charge of 

communications with the group as a whole.  

• The Treasurer of the group also reports to the president and is primarily 

responsible for maintaining the financial ledger of the entire group. The 

Treasurer also works with the various teams to keep track of their earnings and 

expenses. The Treasurer works with the Secretary where necessary to facilitate 

the large group meetings and so forth. This position may not be necessary in the 

early stages of the group. 

• The Team Leaders are members who have grasped the essential spirit of Radix, 

and have the capacity and time to dedicate to leadership. These are to lead their 

teams much as the president leads the whole. Since the Team Leaders are so 

essential to the identity of Radix, they will often be part of the Officers’ 

Meetings.  

 

Members 

Committed Members are those who have promised to fulfill all of the membership 

requirements of Radix, in a spirit of striving for greater sanctification and love of God. 

The group is properly composed of these members. Those who wish to rise to this level 

will make a request of Chaplain to do so. After a short probationary period, 

determined by the Chaplain, they will make their commitments in front of the Blessed 

Sacrament according to the text given at the end of this document. Committed 
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members are the soul of the group, and as such must strive to live up to the spirit of 

Radix in all that they do.  

Associate Members are those who have a desire to join Radix and promise to fulfill 

the requirements for associate membership as outlined below.  

 

Friends 

Those who have not yet promised to fulfill membership requirements, or who are 

unable to do so in any way, and yet are still associated with Radix by assisting at 

meetings or activities are Friends of the group.  

 

Membership Requirements 

The membership requirements of Radix are divided according to the means of Radix 

given above. In each case, the difference between associate membership and 

committed membership is specified.  

Sanctification 

For associate membership, members promise to pray at least one decade of the rosary 

each day for the intentions of the group.  

For committed membership, members commit themselves to the following means of 

sanctification:  

• Daily mental prayer: The time consecrated to this is determined by the 

individual (with spiritual director), and will be tenaciously adhered to, no 

matter how short it may be. Spiritual reading will also greatly assist them in this. 
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Members will strive to grow in this practice, since it is the life and soul of 

everything.  

• Daily examination of conscience: This will be done not so much as a mere 

reckoning of sins, but as an exercise in compunction, self-knowledge, and 

renewal of fervor. It will consist firstly of a thankfulness for the good deeds 

done that day, and then a sorrow for the faults committed. 

• Daily rosary   

In order to receive assistance in these duties, members are highly encouraged to select 

a priest as a spiritual director and meet regularly with him for advice. If this is 

unfeasible, one should strive to make his or her confessions to a single priest, in order 

that the most spiritual help might be gained. 

Formation 

All members will strive to attend the scheduled meetings unless prevented by the 

requirements of their duty of state. 

Committed members are encouraged also to spend some time in personal study. 

Usually this will be fulfilled by the preparation for the group meetings and activities. 

Action 

All members will endeavor to associate themselves to one of the “teams” formed by the 

members and will participate in the activities that team undertakes. 

Committed members will strive to dedicate themselves to supporting their team, 

whether they are the team leader or only a member of that team. Let them remember 

that they are the soul of Radix and that the success of the team will depend largely on 

their effort and fervor.  
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Spirit of the Group  

In the spirit of faith, the members will be convinced of the seriousness of life, and will 

resist the inclination to ease and amusements. They will strive above all to live the 

virtue of charity, specifically in its aspects of selflessness and generosity. Therefore, 

they will gladly embrace the difficulties of daily life, and of the surpassingly beautiful 

crown of love called sacrifice. They will be distinguished by their constant joy and 

cheerfulness.  

In the realm of religion and piety, members will find in the liturgical life an 

inexhaustible source of formation and sanctity. As “Christs in miniature” they will do 

their utmost to live the prayer of Christ, especially in its greatest act, the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass. This will inevitably lead to an intense devotion to the Blessed Sacrament 

resulting in an ardent Eucharistic life that imparts the secrets of love and suffering, 

and gives the strength to live the divine calling.  

 

Patronage and Motto 

St. Joseph has been chosen as the patron of the group. This great man is, of course, 

the most venerated of all the saints after the Blessed Virgin. His cause for veneration, 

aside from his holiness, is twofold: his espousal to Mary, and his foster fatherhood of 

Jesus Christ himself. But his virtue is also an important point to consider. The virtues 

for which he has been chosen as a special patron are fortitude and chastity. Today we 

find ourselves in a culture where self-seeking and hedonism is the norm and even the 

ideal. Surrounded by an atmosphere which anesthetizes the Catholic spirit, we look for 

guidance to the spouse of the Virgin, “Joseph most strong”. He provides a perfect 

example of virtues diametrically opposed to the chief vices with which we are faced. As 

young adults, we look to a patron who is a model of the virtues we need, and pray to 
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him for the strength to not only to gain these virtues ourselves, but also be a source of 

them for others – which brings us to our motto. 

The motto of Radix is “Go forth and set the world on fire.” (St Ignatius of Loyola) As 

Catholics our lives must be ones of virtue, and the core of all virtue is charity. This is 

love – a love of God surpassing all, and a love of the men He has created. But this love 

is a fire – “our God is a consuming fire.”1 By our baptism, God has set us on fire, and 

we know that a fire is never lit for its own sake. A fire is made to give light, to give 

heat, and in turn to set fire to all that is around it. “I am come to cast fire on the earth; 

and what will I, but that it be kindled?”2 By our baptism, we are given a mission, and 

this mission is expressed by our motto: we live in order to bring to others the fire of 

God’s charity. 

 

Meaning of the Name “Radix” 

The term Radix comes from the Latin word for root. From this comes the English 

word “radical,” meaning that which gets to the heart or the root of something. It is 

used in the context of the “Root of Jesse,” the blood line from which St. Joseph, the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, and Jesus Christ came. Radix, the young adults from St. 

Joseph’s Church and surrounding mission chapels has chosen this name because it 

references St. Joseph, our patron, and also links us to the devotion we ought to have 

for Our Lady in their pursuit of their ultimate end — union with Christ. 

 

  

																																																								
1 Heb. 12:29 
2 Luke 12:49 
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Commitment Prayer 
My Lord and my God, in Thy Most Holy Presence and in that of Thy Mother, of all 

the saints of the heavenly court and in particular of my holy patron and my guardian 

angel, I, _______________________, wish solemnly to enlist in Thy service in Radix 

for one year.  

 

Wishing to remain faithful to the promises of my Baptism, I beg Thee to come to my 

assistance in my weakness, to ratify this consecration of my whole self, that it may be 

but one offering with Thy Redeeming Blood, and that it may rise up before the throne 

of the Divine Majesty as a symbol of allegiance and honor.  

 

In these days when the powers of hell wage war on all who bear Thy name and Thine 

enemies seem to triumph everywhere, deign to accept and bless my promise, so that 

with the help of Thy grace, I may boldly take up arms. Thus, with no fear but that of 

failing in my promise, with the strength of Thy blessing, let me fight Thy battles for 

Thy glory and the exultation of Our Holy Mother the Church, snatching my soul and 

those that Thou wilt confide to my care from the clutches of the prince of darkness.  

 

In this thankless battle in which I enlist, all too conscious of how poor and helpless I 

am, I turn with confidence to our Sweet Mother, Queen of Armies, and I beg her to 

receive me in a special way as her soldier for time and for eternity.  

 

 

 

   

 

 


